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Gilbert recruits students in India
By CAROLINE KIMBRO

THE PARTHENON
Despite having to brush his teeth
with bottled water for eight days,
Marshall University President Jerry
Gilbert praised the colorful environment and hospitable communities he
encountered during his recent stint
in India. During an eight-day recruitment trip last week, Gilbert traveled
to Mumbai, Chennai and Hyderabad to
speak with prospective students and
meet with U.S. consuls in India.
Gilbert journeyed with Stephanie
Collier Hurley, director of Marshall’s
INTO program, Avinandan Mukherjee,
dean of the Lewis College of Business,
and Wael Zatar, dean of the College
of Information Technology and Engineering. Together, they introduced
Indian students to the unique opportunities available at Marshall through
academic and personal development.
Gilbert said 80 to 100 Indian students were accepted and scheduled
to study at Marshall this fall, but the
U.S. consulate in India denied their visas. After talking to American consuls,
Gilbert and his team discovered many
Indian students are nervous for their
interview with the consulate because
they are given only two minutes to
explain their decision to study at Marshall. Based on this interview, their
travel to the U.S. is denied or approved.
The consular staff relayed that many
students use a scripted speech in their
interview because of these nerves.
“If they come in and repeat something that has obviously been fed to
them as a coached response, they’re

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

(Top left) Marshall University President Jerry Gilbert, Dean of the College of Information Technology and Engineering Wael
Zatar, Dean of the Lewis College of Business Avinandan Mukherjee and INTO Marshall Director Collier Hurley with members
of an all-female Indian university. (Bottom left) Gilbert takes a selfie with members of an all-male Indian university.
(Right) Gilbert and Zatar stand in front of a welcome banner at Guru Nanak Institutions, an engineering college in India.
Gilbert and the Marshall representatives traveled to India for eight days to recruit future Marshall students.
going to reject it even though the
student may be totally legitimate,
because their assumption is that the
student is not legitimate at that point,”
Gilbert said.
Based on this new information,

Gilbert said he and Marshall administrators can better advise
Indian students endeavoring to
study at Marshall.
Gilbert said he visited Indian
universities during his trip, where

many students expressed a strong
interest in coming to Marshall for
graduate degrees in computer science, business and engineering. He
said he was amazed by how many
students had dreamed for years

about traveling to America.
“It makes you feel really proud that
you have a university that so many
students would love to come to,” Gilbert said. “To have the chance to get an
education in the United States is just
what they dream of in India. So, that in
itself is sort of special.”
At these universities, Gilbert said he
and his team presented a video created by INTO about an Indian student
from Hyderabad who is studying at
Marshall. Gilbert said he thought the
video was very effective and “was a
fabulous expression of Marshall to the
Indian students.” Gilbert said many Indian students who study at Marshall
are originally from Hyderabad, so the
video is one way to recognize Marshall’s Indian student population and
connect with prospective students living in Hyderabad.
Gilbert described India as “a
country of contrast,” evident in the
juxtaposition between families living
under one tarp on a street corner and
citizens who are able to attend university or travel.
“It was such a contrast to this country, in that the poverty we have here
is nothing compared to what you see
there,” Gilbert said. “It just made you
think we would want for them what
we have – that is people to have jobs
and not to be on the borderline of existence almost.”
Gilbert remembered one day during
the trip when he was riding to meet
with students and his driver took him

see GILBERT pg. 5

School of Medicine 3-D printing replicates body parts Women’s Studies

Masquerade Ball to raise
funds for domestic violence

By LANDON MITCHELL

THE PARTHENON
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine at Marshall University is
using 3-D printing to print replicas of body parts, some from real
patients, to help its students in their training.
Matt Crutchfield, senior graphic designer for the School of Medicine, said they are able to print a 3-D model of a patient’s data from
a CT scan or an MRI, and the doctor or the patient can hold the
model rather than just an X-ray in their hand.
“The fact that a student could actually go in and practice a surgery 100 times and nobody ever gets hurt is something you can’t
imagine,” Crutchfield said. “You don’t have to worry about getting a
cadaver, or you don’t have to worry about requiring all those types
of things that are incredibly expensive when you can just do stuff
cheaper and just as accurate (with parts from 3-D printing).”
Crutchfield said they have aided an orthopedic knee surgery, and they
have successfully created a hysterectomy trainer using the technology.
“We were trying to find a way to better teach abdominal hysterectomy to our residents,” Dr. Amanda Pauley, assistant professor in
obstetrics and gynecology, said. “So, I met with Matt to see if there is a
way we can do this with a 3-D printer, because it’s not been done regularly at any of our places for resident training. So, we implemented
it for that reason just to kind of help our numbers and to better educate our residents on performing abdominal hysterectomy.”
Pauley said the trainer is more accurate than the models residents would practice on before, some of which were made with
craft store supplies, as the trainer uses silicone to replicate the tissues and organs involved.
Crutchfield said students have given positive feedback in using
these replicas for training and said he believes using this method

By CAROLINE KIMBRO

UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS

Matthew Crutchfield, senior graphic designer for the School of
Medicine, shows a cured 3-D print of a set of kidneys.
can help doctors and patients see better results by holding a model
in their hand as opposed to a scan.
“I think down the road, a doctor won’t just have a CT scan,” Crutchfield said. “A doctor will have a model along with their CT scans for
almost all patients, especially the ones that have a specific need.”
The 3-D printers were purchased using funds from a grant given
to the school by the Huntington Clinical Foundation.
Landon Mitchell can be reached at mitchell220@
live.marshall.edu.
page designed and edited by JARED CASTO| casto178@marshall.edu

THE PARTHENON
The Women’s Studies program is raising funds for SAFE,
a domestic violence shelter for
women and children in southern West Virginia, during its
annual Masquerade Ball, set
for Saturday at 6:30 p.m. in
the Don Morris Room of the
Memorial Student Center.
The Masquerade Ball will
feature a live jazz band composed of Marshall students,
dancing, silent auctions items
available throughout the
night, food and an open wine
bar for those over 21.
Laura Michele Diener, director of Women’s Studies,
said the Women’s Studies program has been involved with
SAFE for the last five years.

SAFE, located in McDowell
County, serves primarily rural
areas known for the lowest
life expectancy rates in the
country. McDowell County
leads the state in number of
teen pregnancies and citizens
dependent on disability supplemental income. Diener said
these areas present heightened challenges to women in
abusive domestic situations,
such as lack of autonomy, poor
cell phone service and difficult roads.
“Our program mission is
both academic and activist,
and we are always looking for
ways to help people in West
Virginia,” Diener said. “Our
hope is that the women and

see MASQUERADE pg. 5
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Students prepare for Dorms to serve as a
home away from home
winter graduation for students during
Thanksgiving break

By DANITE BELAY

RYAN FISCHER | UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS

A graduate wears her academic cap, which has been decorated to read “Next stop, grad school,” at last winter’s commencement on Dec. 17, 2016, in the Big Sandy Arena.

By HUNTER ELLIS

THE PARTHENON
Students were given the chance to
prepare Tuesday and Wednesday for
graduation at Marshall University’s
semi-annual Countdown to Commencement in the Memorial Student Center’s
Don Morris Room.
During the event, graduating seniors
registered to attend commencement and
finalized all the steps leading up to their
actual graduation day.
Commencement will be 10 a.m. Dec.
16 at the Big Sandy Superstore Arena.
Marshall Registrar Sonja Cantrell said
almost 1200 students are expected to
cross the stage.
At Countdown to Commencement, students had the opportunity to look into
post-graduation plans, have snacks and
refreshments, purchase announcements

and Marshall memorabilia and were fitted for and then purchased their caps
and gowns.
Joey Dodrill, senior management major, said getting his cap and gown has
probably been one of the most exciting
experiences of his last semester.
“I’ve been looking forward to graduating since I started college practically,
but now that I’m graduating, it’s bittersweet and I wish I had a little more time
at Marshall,” Dodrill said. “I really loved
the majority of my experiences here.
The past four years have flown by, and
I can’t believe I’m holding my cap and
gown in my hands right now. It’s like the
key to a new door.”
Another senior, Tre Jackson, will be
graduating in May and said the past four
years at Marshall are years that have
sculpted his life for the better.

“My future is something I’m looking
forward to,” Jackson said. “There’s so
much this world has to offer, and Marshall has really given me a foundation to
begin my career and build my life off of.
I can’t wait to see what comes next after
I walk across the stage in May and get
my diploma”
Dodrill said the best part of his college
experience has been the people he’s met
while he’s been here.
“Whether it’s been a professor or another student, most that I’ve came in
contact with have been awesome,” Dodrill said. “It’s something that I think
will help me more in the long run than
anything for letters of recommendation, references or just someone to
connect with.”
Hunter Ellis can be contacted at ellis259@marshall.edu.

THE PARTHENON
There may be no place like
home for the holidays, but
Marshall University’s dorms
sometimes have to suffice if
that home is far away.
“This year for the first
time for the fall break and
also for the spring break,
all of the residence halls
will be open,” Gabriel Poindexter, area coordinator for
Marshall University Commons and Holderby Hall,
said. “Normally, in the past,
they would only have certain
halls that would be open,
and so that would leave
some students displaced.”
Marshall University’s Housing and Residence Life is
allowing students living in
any dorm to stay on campus
during breaks that last one
week or longer.
Poindexter said keeping all
of the dorms open is not only
helpful to students, but is a
“customer service measurement” Housing and Residence
Life wanted to conduct.
Previously, students who
requested to stay on campus
in a dorm that was closed for
break were required to move
out of their current room and
into another building for the
week. Students who live on
campus will no longer have to
leave their residence hall and
will not be charged an extra
fee if they decide to stay.
Poindexter said all of the
dorms will not be staffed at
all times, but there will be select buildings that will have
designated staff assigned to
assist students at any time
throughout the week.

Stevanna Scott, resident
advisor, said this new policy
will allow students to not feel
as stressed about finding living arrangements for break if
their home is not near.
“We have a lot of students
who aren’t local and are from
far away, so this is great for
them because they can’t afford to go home or have no
way home,” Scott said. “So,
it’s really nice that they don’t
have to worry about finding a
place to stay for the week.”
While there are many benefits to keeping all of the
dorms open for students,
Scott said the only downside
to the new policy is that during these week-long breaks,
the dining halls will not be
open, so students will have to
find their own meals throughout the week.
Some students, like Emily
Mathias, said she can’t imagine not having anywhere to
go for break and Marshall
should have made it a necessity earlier to keep the dorms
open as a home for students
during these times.
“I think it’s important
because we have a lot of international students who go
here,” Mathias said. Where
else would they go? They
have to stay here. They have
to provide somewhere for
them to stay because they literally can’t go home.”
Students who plan to stay
on campus during breaks will
not have to fill out any paper
work but need to inform their
resident advisors.
Danite Belay can be
contacted at belay3@marshall.edu.

Members of Marshall Jazz ensemble perform ‘Nutcracker Suite’
By BUFFY SIX

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University’s Jazz Ensemble I performed “The
Nutcracker Suite” Wednesday, composed by Ellington, Strayhorn and Tchaikovsky.
The show started with “Overture” by Tchaikovsky and Strayhorn, which featured several solos. Wolfe said each song was

written for individual players, unlike the standard way of
writing music for groups and sections, so the hour-long show
featured a solo for almost everyone.
The ensemble features 18 students, including one vocalist, Dominique Sears. Director Jeffrey Wolfe acknowledged the missing of
one drum player, Keith Burgess, but his role was filled by Hogan
Bentle who joined the group the day before the performance.

Because of the small size of the group, but the required number of instruments needed for the “The Nutcracker Suite,” the
reed section had to double, and even triple up, on instruments.
One student, Bobby Galloway, played Tenor Sax, Clarinet and
Piccolo. Another student, Adam O’Neal, played Bari Sax and
Bass Clarinet.
Buffy Six can be contacted at six15@marshall.edu.

WV, China Energy sign $83 billion shale gas, chemical manufacturing agreement
By JOHN MILLER

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
The West Virginia Department of Commerce today
announced China Energy
Investment
Corporation
Limited’s plan to invest
$83.7 billion in shale gas
development and chemical
manufacturing projects in
West Virginia.
President Donald J. Trump
and Chinese President Xi
Jinping witnessed West Virginia Secretary of Commerce
H. Wood Thrasher and China
Energy President Ling Wen
sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between
China Energy and the state
of West Virginia as part of
the US-China Business Exchange trade mission to
enhance relations between
the two countries. The China
Energy announcement in

West Virginia was the largest investment in a series of
projects in US corporations
and other states totaling a
reported $250 billion of investment in the United States.
The company has made
several trips to West Virginia,
and the MOU marks the first
step in a series of commitments China Energy plans to
make in the Mountain State.
Planning for the projects is
underway and will proceed
in phases over the course of
20 years. The projects will
focus on power generation,
chemical manufacturing, and
underground storage of natural gas liquids and derivatives.
The plans clearly demonstrate
a total value chain approach,
integrated from raw materials through the production
of useful chemical intermediates locally.

ANDY WONG | AP PHOTO

President Donald Trump, left, shows the way to Chinese President Xi Jinping on stage
during a business event at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing Thursday.
“This is a great day for the
state of West Virginia,” said
West Virginia Gov. Jim Justice. “I’ve been saying for the
last couple months that the
tides are turning in West Virginia and this is proof. Today

is another sign as we joined
with my good friend President Trump to announce the
largest investment in our
state’s history.”
“West Virginia has actively sought direct foreign

page designed and edited by REBECCA TURNBULL | turnbull4@marshall.edu

investment to strengthen
and diversify our economy,”
said WV Commerce Secretary Thrasher. “Toyota Motor
Manufacturing, Hino Motors,
Gestamp, Sogefi and other
solid corporate citizens with
international parent companies create jobs, generate
incomes and support communities in West Virginia. In
that same spirit, we welcome
China Energy and the mutual
benefits our energy collaboration will bring.”
China Energy selected West
Virginia for this project because of the State’s position
as a key energy-producing
state and home to one of the
world’s largest shale gas reserves, underpinned by a
longstanding relationship between the two entities.
West Virginia enjoys a
strong
relationship
with

China Energy, including ongoing research initiatives with
West Virginia University. WVU
and then-Shenhua Group began their relationship in 2002
with joint research on direct
coal liquefaction technology.
“The massive size of this
energy undertaking and level
of collaboration between
our two countries is unprecedented,”
said
Secretary
Thrasher. “It required cooperation between state and
federal level officials. Senator Shelley Moore Capito has
worked hand in hand with the
West Virginia Development
Office for months to ensure
this unparalleled economic
development
opportunity
was realized for the state of
West Virginia.”
“Expanding
Appalachia’s

see CHINA pg. 5
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Marshall basketball season tips off tonight
By KYLE CURLEY

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Marshall basketball season is
here. Both the men’s and women’s teams open season play
tonight at the Cam Henderson
Center. Marshall women’s basketball takes on the Longwood
Lancers at 5 p.m. The men’s
team will play host to the University of Tennessee-Martin
Skyhawks at 8 p.m.
The men’s basketball team
is coming off two victories
in their exhibition play over

West Virginia Tech and West
Virginia Wesleyan with a
combined 36 points.
“We are looking forward to
it, and we have had some good
practices,” Marshall men’s
basketball head coach Dan
D’Antoni said. “Now you find
out where you are and grow
during the season, and hopefully by the end of the year, you
will be at your best.”
In its first exhibition game,
five Marshall players reached
double digits in points scored.

Junior guard C.J. Burks led the
Herd with 23 points.
“We scored pretty easy,”
D’Antoni said. “We have not got
the fluidity of our offense yet
and were still able to put up
90 and 95 points. We scored
pretty easily. Obviously, we
have the chance to pressure
up on people. It’s kind of what
we’re trying to do. We have a
long way to go, but we are on
our way there.”
In the team’s second contest
against West Virginia Wesleyan,

the emphasis after the game
was the improved defensive
abilities of the team. Marshall
shot just 9-37 from behind the
arc, but managed to score 32
points off turnovers compared
to Wesleyan’s five.
“Well, we have emphasized
pressing defenses and pressure defenses, trying to get
into the ball a little bit more
than we have been able to in
the past,” D’Antoni said. “For
one night, it looked pretty
good. We hope we can keep doing that. We expect to and hope
to. We will have to wait and
see. We will adjust during the
season, I’m sure, several times
but that’s what we are looking
for. We are trying to get up into
the ball a little bit more and
turn them over.”
UT-Martin head coach Anthony Stewart leads over
a roster that includes four
returners and 10 newcomers. The Skyhawks have won

20-plus games for three straight
seasons for the first time in program history. UT-Martin looks
to make its fourth consecutive
postseason bid after earning a
program-best 22 wins during
the 2016-17 season.
“I watched them all day today this morning,” D’Antoni
said. “They lost some players,
but they are all juniors, seniors
and transfer students. They are
an older group. They are more
mature, and they have been
successful the last couple seasons in the OVC (Ohio Valley
Conference), finishing in the
top part of it, and they will give
us a run. We just have to come
out and do what we do and see
if we can’t come out on top.”
The
Marshall
women’s
basketball team starts the
2017-18 season against the
Longwood Lancers. It will be
the first matchup for newly
promoted Herd head coach
Tony Kemper after serving as

the assistant head coach for
the previous five seasons.
Kemper is not the only new
face on the women’s basketball coaching staff this season.
Newly hired associate head
coach Katie Pate made her way
to Huntington from LenoirRhyne University, where she
served as head coach for
the previous three seasons.
Lenoir-Rhyne was ranked
ninth defensively in the nation
under Pate.
“I think the transition has actually been pretty smooth for
me,” Pate said. “The relationship with our head coach Tony
Kemper has been a very organic
one that has developed over the
last couple months. It’s a transition that I am used to. I was
an associate head coach at one
point earlier in my career, and
I think the opportunity to kind
of be someone’s right hand as

see BASKETBALL pg. 5
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Left: In this Parthenon file photo, Marshall women’s basketball forward Talequia Hamilton goes up for a layup
against Louisiana Tech in the Cam Henderson Center in the Thundering Herd’s 72-54 loss on Feb. 4, 2016.
Right: Marshall men’s basketball guard Jon Elmore drives past his defender from West Virginia Wesleyan in
the Thundering Herd’s 95-76 exhibition win on Sunday in the Cam Henderson Center.

Thundering Herd football hoping to end
losing streak against WKU Saturday
By KYLE CURLEY

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Marshall football (6-3, 3-2)
looks to bounce back this Saturday at the Joan C. Edwards
Stadium where they will take
on Western Kentucky University (5-4, 3-2). This week marks
the anniversary of the young
Thundering Herd tragedy.
“They understand the importance of this game and
what it means, not only to
our football program now, but
our community and our fan
base,” head coach Doc Holliday said. “We start it in the
summer. Keith (Morehouse)
does a great job explaining the
importance of it, and that’s
where it starts and it continues
throughout their careers.”
Although the Marshall football team will be playing for
a greater cause, representing

the 75, Holliday said this is
an important game for the
team to continue their campaign toward a Conference
USA championship.
“I think every game is a must
win,” Holliday said. “Our goals
and expectations will never
change. I told our kids last
night this is a big game; number one, because it’s the next
one, number two, because of
who it is and number three,
it’s the game that represents
the 75 that we lost in that
crash, so we have an awful lot
to play for.”
Marshall has lost its last three
contests to the Hilltoppers dating back to 2014. The last time
Marshall played WKU, it lost
60-6, its worst loss at Joan C.
Edwards Stadium history.
“It’s kind of a hard one to forget, that’s for sure,” Holliday

said. “That was about as ugly
as it gets.”
Marshall has lost its last
two games, to FIU and most
recently FAU.
“It was a rough game; we
started slow like we did
against FIU,” starting defensive
end Blake Keller said. “It sucks
that we lost, but we just have
to rebound and get back on the
right track.”
The team has managed to

turn the ball over seven times
in that span, and all seven
turnovers belong to starting quarterback Chase Litton.
Litton has thrown six interceptions and fumbled once.
“The first seven games he
played really well and took care
of the ball,” Holliday said. “He’s
just got to get back to what
he was doing. It would be one
thing if he was forcing throws
and making bad reads. He isn’t.

page designed and edited by ADAM ROGERS | rogers112@marshall.edu

He’s throwing the ball where
it’s supposed to be. A couple
of balls took off on him, sometimes those are incomplete and
they just happened to be interceptions. There’s nobody that
wants to correct things more
than he does. He’ll go to work
as he did last night to make
things better.”
The Hilltoppers have 23 new
faces that have made start this
year for the team. That ranks
third nationally behind Baylor,
Illinois and Ball State.
“Anytime you get a lot of
new faces and a new staff we
have played three in a row,
completely new staffs that we
haven’t had any bead on them
on how they played us the year
before,” senior starting tight
end Ryan Yurachek said. “You
have to really dive into the film
extra when you’re playing a

team with new faces.”
WKU’s defense has allowed
206 points this season, the
fewest in the Football Bowl
Subdivision era and since 2007.
“They do a good job,” Yurachek said. “They’re going to
play a little four down. They are
going to play man free. They do
a lot of different things on defense, and they don’t make very
many mistakes.”
Marshall is currently tied
with WKU in the Conference
USA standings at 3-2. The
Thundering Herd will take
on the Hilltoppers this Saturday at the Joan C. Edwards
Stadium in Huntington. The
game will be broadcast live on
BeIN sports network. Kickoff is
slated for 6:30 p.m.
Kyle Curley can be
contacted at curley2@
marshall.edu.
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Editorial: A tale LET ME BE FRANK: ON NOSTALGIA
of two elections

By FRANKLIN NORTON

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Danica Roem, center, who ran for house of delegates against GOP incumbent Robert Marshall, is greeted by
supporters as she prepares to give her victory speech with Prince William County Democratic Committee at
Water’s End Brewery in Manassas, Virginia Roem, is set to become the first openly transgender person to
serve in a state legislature in the U.S.
Election night 2016 was, for many, an uncertain turning point, sparking division and hurtling
the country into an identity crisis we’re still
struggling with today. President Donald Trump’s
election was said to be a referendum on the
progressive policies of the Barack Obama administration by the “forgotten Americans” who
believed they had been shafted by such policies.
According to talk show hosts like Fox News’ Sean
Hannity, these “real Americans” had spoken, and
those of us who valued decency and a reasonably
competent understanding of American institutions were merely “coddled, crybaby liberals”
who needed to “grow up.”
But a year later, election night 2017
showed us a different, and perhaps more
accurate, side of America, as the country
rejected a newly emboldened bigotry and
embraced experience, diversity and civility
from elected officials.
The 2017 election saw big wins for two openly
transgender individuals, with Danica Roem, the
first openly transgender candidate to be elected
to a state legislative body, winning a seat in Virginia House of the Delegates and Andrea Jenkins,
the first openly transgender person of color
elected to public office, chosen to serve on the
Minneapolis City Council. Before their successful campaigns, Roem worked as a journalist and
Jenkins carried 25 years of public service experience, according to CNN. In addition to this leap
forward, New Jersey elected its first Sikh mayor,
Seattle, Washington elected its first lesbian
mayor and Provo, the third largest city in Utah,
elected its first female mayor.
A takeaway just as important is that “Trumpism without the Trump,” as many news outlets
characterized Republican Ed Gillepsie’s Virginia
gubernatorial campaign, didn’t measure up.
Throughout the election, Gillepsie echoed
several Trump talking points, arguing for
Confederate monuments, distributing flyers
criticizing NFL players for kneeling during
the national anthem and accusing democratic
contender and ultimate victor Lt. Gov. Ralph
Northman of supporting sanctuary cities, according to The Daily Beast. But Gillepsie’s

approach failed, signaling that future attempts
to spark the same populist movement Trump
seized in 2016 could similarly backfire.
The tight race for the governorship of Virginia
and the embrace of more diverse candidates
may be a preview of what to expect in the 2018
midterms should young progressives turn out to
vote. According to PBS, young voters drove candidates like Northman over the finish line. Exit
polls report that 14 percent of voters in the Virginia gubernatorial race were between 18 and
29, with 69 percent of the demographic opting
for Northman and 30 for Gillepsie.
The elections of Roem, Jenkins and other LGBTQ+ candidates may also correlate positively a
younger electorate hitting the polls. According to
Pew Research Center, 83 percent of individuals
18 to 29 show support for homosexuality, indicating that issues such as sexual orientation or
gender identity aren’t barriers most young voters have to overcome.
While the 2017 election certainly didn’t carry
the scale or importance of a presidential election,
it reflected a more hopeful, accepting America
with a politics characterized by decency rather
than brash insults and a large indifference for entire groups of people.
Following her win, Roem did not gloat, nor did
she lash out at Republican challenger Bob Marshall, an outspoken opponent of transgender
rights who repeatedly used male pronouns when
referring to Roem throughout the campaign,
according to The New York Times. Instead, she
responded with the poise that should be expected of public officials.
“I don’t attack my constituents,” Roem said
when asked if she had anything to say to Marshall. “Bob is my constituent now.”
Such a response is refreshing to hear after a
year of needlessly cruel politics from a divided
America. While the 2018 midterm elections
are still a year away and it’s impossible to tell
whether the momentum we saw in this year’s
election will preserve for another year, the
promise of more diverse, competent and graceful public officials may entice more Americans to
cast their ballots.

BE HERD: GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as
an attachment. Longer letters may be used as a guest column at the editor’s discretion. Guest column status
will not be given at the author’s request. All letters must be signed and include an address or phone number
for confir mation. Letters may be edited for grammar, libelous statements, avaiable space or factual errors.
Compelling letters that are posted on The Parthenon website, www.marshall.com, can be printed at the
discretion of the editors. The opinions expressed in the columns and letters do not necessarily
represent the views of the Parthenon staff. Please send news releases to the editors at parthenon@
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SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER
A week ago, I stood in the stands of the football field that I spent many days and many
Friday nights on. It was there where I practiced
every day for track. It was there that I cheered
on our high school football team, celebrating
victory and being crushed after a lost. It’s been
a few years since then and of course, that period
of my life seems like a whole other world now.
But there I stood. I watched as the student section cheered, how they stormed the field after
our team had won, how they celebrated. I stood
and watched with tears in my eyes, with a simultaneous pride and nostalgia that made my
stomach tighten as I remembered those times
when I was a part of that crowd with my own
friends and classmates, who are all growing up
now, too.
Nostalgia is a powerful feeling. It is this feeling of homesickness for a home that isn’t there
anymore. Sure, you can return to these places,
but they are never the same. Sometimes, even
returning to a place you once called home,
it is possible to feel even more homesick

Trump’s New Natural
Gas Deal: Good or
Bad for WV?
By ALEX O’DONNELL

FOR THE PARTHENON
President Trump announced a deal with
China during his trip to Beijing. In particular,
over $80 billion will be dedicated toward creating natural gas and chemical development in
West Virginia for the next 20 years.
Gov. Jim Justice has called this “the largest
investment in our state’s history.” Truly this
proposed investment in our state should be
lauded. However, at the same time, this deal
raises important questions: What about the environmental and public health risks? What will
this mean for me?
As a liberal, I care deeply about the environment and what we do to mitigate the risks we
create through human activity. On a superficial
level, billions of dollars spent to increase the
amount of natural gas and chemicals produced
seems like a non-starter.
So how should I reconcile the good with the
bad? The economic activity with the environmental risk?
First, we must understand is that, for the time
being, one of the things that West Virginia is
good at producing is natural gas and chemicals.
This represents a major investment in West
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afterwards, with the knowledge that things will never be
the same as they once were.
A hometown is a hometown
because of the people, the experiences, the memories—not
because of the geography.
Before this game, I was going through my yearbook with
friends, looking at the faces of
friends who are now strangers—even myself I didn’t
recognize. November feels nostalgic to me. I don’t really know
what it is, but as the temperature drops and the leaves fall
down, my gut is inclined to feel
this powerful nostalgia, this reflection on a life that is always
changing, season after season.
As Thanksgiving break approaches, many college students prepare to go home. Excitement
swells up inside us, but from my own experience and the experience of friends, there is a
tinge of sadness in these homecomings. It’s
almost as if we enter into a living scrapbook
where the pictures are faded and our memories are fogged. Home doesn’t necessarily feel
like home anymore.
This feels heavy to me, but it is heaviness
that is powerful and beautiful, a weightiness
that leads to gratitude and appreciation and
wonder. As we grow, I think we are constantly
redefining home. The “Office,” one of my favorite shows, put this sentiment poignantly, by
way of the character Creed. Creed said this in
the finale of the series: “No matter how you get
there or where you end up, human beings have
this miraculous gift to make that place home.” I
typically don’t agree with, or understand, pretty
much anything Creed says in the show, but I
think he really hit the nail on the head here. We
are all searching for home.
Franklin Norton can be contacted at norton18@marshall.edu.
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Virginia, and therefore we should acknowledge
that this deal will boost economic activity in
West Virginia when there is not much of that going on. When we have an opportunity like this,
we need to take it.
That does not mean we should squander
it, like we have done in the past. Rather, this
investment should be used toward creating jobs in stable, knowledge-based sectors.
Specifically, our severance tax money created by this deal should go to investments
in higher education, healthcare and a stabilization fund (to balance out fluctuations in
the price of natural gas and coal). We need
a carbon tax to account for the externalities
caused by increased natural gas production,
like pollution.
We need to look into further enforcing regulations to ensure that events like the recent fire
in Parkersburg and the MCHM spill in Charleston in 2014 do not happen again. Our state and
federal governments must take this into consideration moving forward.
But flatly saying no to a needed investment in
our state? That’s just a bad deal.
Alex O’Donnell can be contacted at odonnell18@marshall.edu.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
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GOP leaders bolt from Senate candidate Moore after sex claim
By STEVE PEOPLES

ASSOCIATED PRESS
WASHINGTON (AP) —
A month before Alabama's
special election, Republican
Senate candidate Roy Moore
abruptly faced lurid allegations Thursday of sexual
misconduct with minors
decades ago — and an immediate backlash from party
leaders who demanded he
get out of the race if the accusations prove true.
The instant fallout followed
a Washington Post report in
which an Alabama woman said
that Moore, then a 32-yearold assistant district attorney,
had sexual contact with her
when she was 14. Three other
women interviewed by the Post
said Moore, now 70, also approached them when they were
between the ages of 16 and 18
and he was in his early 30s.
The Moore campaign denied the report as "the very
definition of fake news and
intentional defamation."
Defiant as ever, Moore himself issued a fundraising appeal
asking for emergency donations in a "spiritual battle."
"I believe you and I have a
duty to stand up and fight back
against the forces of evil waging
an all-out war on our conservative values," he wrote. "I will
NEVER GIVE UP the fight!"
Moore, a former Alabama
Supreme Court justice, has
made his name in Republican
politics through his public devotion to hardline Christian
conservative positions. He was
twice removed from his Supreme Court position, once for
disobeying a federal court order to remove a 5,200 pound
granite Ten Commandments
monument from the lobby
of the state judicial building,
and later for urging state probate judges to defy the U.S.
Supreme Court decision that
legalized gay marriage.
On Thursday, senior Republicans swiftly called for Moore
to step aside from the Senate race if the allegations are
shown to be true. And the man
he defeated in the Republican
primary, current Sen. Luther

CAB to teach students how
to paint Memorial Fountain
STAFF REPORT

BRYNN ANDERSON | ASSOCIATED PRESS

In this Sept. 25 file photo, former Alabama Chief Justice and U.S. Senate candidate Roy Moore speaks
at a rally, in Fairhope, Ala. According to a Washington Post story Thursday, an Alabama woman said
Moore made inappropriate advances and had sexual contact with her when she was 14.
Strange, left open the possibility
he may re-enter the campaign.
Moore's name cannot be removed from the ballot before
the Dec. 12 special election
even if he withdraws from
the race, according to John
Bennett, a spokesman for the
Alabama secretary of state. A
write-in campaign remains
possible, Bennett added.
Strange wouldn't immediately
say whether he'd re-enter the race.
"Well, that's getting the cart
ahead of the horse. But I will
have something to say about
that. Let me do some more research," he told the AP.
The Alabama special election is to fill the vacancy
created when Trump tapped
Sen. Jeff Sessions to serve
as the U.S. attorney general.
Then-Gov. Robert Bentley appointed Strange in the interim.
Reaction after the Post
story was published online
was swift and severe.
"The allegations against Alabama Senate candidate Roy
Moore are deeply troubling,"
said Colorado Sen. Chairman
Cory Gardner, who leads the
Senate GOP campaign arm. "If
these allegations are found to
be true, Roy Moore must drop
out of the Alabama special
Senate election."
Senate Majority Leader

Mitch McConnell added, "If
these allegations are true, he
must step aside."
The intensity of the reaction
may partly reflect lingering
bad feelings from the primary
contest between Strange and
Moore, held in late September. Much of the Republican
establishment — including
McConnell and President Donald Trump — supported
Strange, while the GOP's more
conservative flank — including
former Trump strategist Steve
Bannon — backed Moore.
Neither Bannon nor the
White House had an immediate comment. But on the
ground in Alabama, some
Republicans were willing to
downplay the allegations.
"Take Joseph and Mary. Mary
was a teenager and Joseph
was an adult carpenter. They
became parents of Jesus," Alabama state Auditor Jim Ziegler
told The Washington Examiner.
The Post reported that
Moore, then 32, first approached 14-year-old Leigh
Corfman in early 1979 outside a courtroom in Etowah
county, Alabama. After phone
calls and meetings, he drove
her to his home some days
later and kissed her, the Post
quotes Corfman as saying. On
a second visit, he took off her

shirt and pants and removed
his clothes except for his underwear before touching her
over her bra and underpants,
Corfman told the Post. He also
guided her hand to touch him
over his underwear, she said.
"I wanted it over with — I
wanted out," she told the Post.
"Please just get this over with.
Whatever this is, just get it over."
In Washington at least, few
Republicans came to Moore's
defense in the hours after the
report was published.
"The allegations against
Roy Moore are deeply disturbing and disqualifying," said
Arizona Sen. John McCain.
"He should immediately step
aside and allow the people of
Alabama to elect a candidate
they can be proud of."
Texas Sen. John Cornyn
said, "If it is true I don't think
his candidacy is sustainable."
Alabama law lists the legal
age of consent as 16.
The state's statute of limitations for bringing felony
charges involving sexual abuse
of a minor in 1979 would have
run out three years later. Corfman never filed a police report
or a civil suit, the Post said.
None of the other women
said that Moore forced them
into any sort of relationship
or sexual contact.

diligently to expand West
Virginia’s energy infrastructure and bring this
investment to our state,
advocating for it with President Trump, Vice President
Pence and Secretaries Perry
and Ross. I’m excited to
continue working with the
administration, and state,
local and private-sector
leaders to keep this effort
moving forward.”
“I am thrilled Secretary
Thrasher and China Energy
have signed the Memorandum of Understanding today

in Beijing. I have always said
that West Virginians are the
hardest working people in the
world. I’m glad China Energy
recognizes this and is working with us to create jobs and
economic growth in our state,”
said Senator Joe Manchin.
“This investment in shale
gas resources located here in
West Virginia will spur tremendous economic growth in
our communities,” said Congressman David McKinley.
“Secretary Thrasher has been
in constant contact with my
office as his team has worked

out the details for this project. We commend him for his
dedication to bringing new
jobs to the Mountain State,
and we look forward to the
opportunities created by this
new partnership.”
China Energy is the recent
creation of a merger between China’s state-owned
coal mining company Shenhua Group and energy
producer Guodian Group.
The merger positions China
Energy as the world’s largest
power company with more
than 200,000 employees.

Marshall University’s Campus Activities Board will be
demonstrating how to paint the
Memorial Fountain step by step
and offer mocktails to students
at free event, Paint and Sip, Monday at 7 p.m. in the Memorial
Student Center Atrium.
“A resounding opinion from
the student body was that
they wanted to have more
artistic events, so this is how
we came up with the idea of
Paint & Sip,” Emmalee Moles,
marketing coordinator, said.
“We thought mocktails and

painting Marshall decorations
would be a great way to bring
students out and have fun.”
Reagan True, member of
CAB, said Paint and Sip will
give students a way to express
their creativity amongst their
friends and also make Marshall themed decorations for
their rooms.
“This event was created not
only as a stress reliever, but
also as a way to come together
as a community on campus
and do an activity that represents the history of Marshall,”
True said.

MASQUERADE cont. from 1
children at SAFE are our future students, family and
co-workers at Marshall. By
helping them, we contribute to
the future of the state and the
university.”
The event will also benefit
Marshall’s feminine hygiene
drive, which supplies free
feminine hygiene products
for students and staff in nine
restrooms across Marshall’s
campus. When Diener heard
that a food pantry had opened
on campus for students, she realized many students may also
lack extra funds for feminine
hygiene products, which are
often expensive. The drive is
intended to assist students but
also build a strong community
at Marshall.
“This project also raises
awareness about the many people in West Virginia who don't
have access to hygiene supplies
– homeless people, for example
– and encourages students to
think of creative ways to support those people,” Diener said.

Sarah Reynolds, a graduate
assistant with the Women’s
Studies program, said the program is accepting donations of
feminine hygiene products in
lieu of an entrance fee for students. These donations will be
used to support the feminine
hygiene drive at Marshall.
“Overall, the Masquerade is a
fun night for students, staff and
community members,” Reynolds said. “It gives people a
chance to get dressed up, drink
wine, dance and raise money
for a great cause.”
Tickets cost $10 for students,
$20 for adults and must be
purchased in advance of the
event. Those wishing to donate
feminine products in lieu of
purchasing a ticket must also
do so before the event. The
Masquerade Ball is open to the
community. Those interested
in purchasing tickets can email
diener@marshall.edu or reynolds169@marshall.edu.
Caroline Kimbro can be
contacted at kimbro9@marshall.edu.

CHINA cont. from 2
energy
infrastructure,
including developing a regional storage hub and
market for natural gas
liquids, will have a transformative effect on our
economy, our security, and
our future. From driving
growth and creating jobs
to maximizing America’s
energy potential, the benefits for West Virginia and
the country from this new
investment will be significant and long-lasting,” said
Senator Shelley Moore Capito. “That’s why I worked

GILBERT cont. from 1
through a run-down area of
town. Gilbert said he was
surprised when the driver
said the meeting would
be right around the corner, as university students
generally resided in more
affluent areas of town. The
event was in the auditorium
of a temple in the neighborhood, with around 200
attendees present. Gilbert
said this was their largest
event in India and the students present asked many
questions about the programs at Marshall.
Gilbert said by the end of
the trip, he felt he fit into
the Indian setting because of
the friendly, respectful and

BASKETBALL cont. from 3
welcoming people he encountered. One U.S. consular
staff member in Mumbai
even asked if there had been
a movie about Marshall, so
Gilbert said he mailed him
a copy of “We Are Marshall”
when he returned from the
trip Nov. 9.
“I think it was a great
chance for us to show off
Marshall and to recruit additional students, and I’m
hoping that we can get some
this spring,” Gilbert said.
“We really think we’re going
to get some additional students this spring as well as
next fall.”
Caroline Kimbro can be
contacted at kimbro9@
marshall.edu.

he takes over a program
and really starts to build
something special here is
something I look forward to.”
Marshall and Longwood
have competed against one
another four times over
the years. The Herd leads
the series 4-0. Most recently, the Herd grabbed a
20-point victory in 2016 in
the Cam Henderson Center.
Longwood welcomes 10
newcomers to the squad for
the 2017-18 season. Four of
Longwood’s top five scorers
from the previous season return to the roster. However, the
Lancers have lost their leading
scorer from last season, Eboni
Gilliam. The Lancers went

4-26 last season.
“I think Thursday night
will probably be kind of
Christmas Eve for a lot of
people,” Pate said. “We have
spent the last several weeks
going against each other
every single day. The two
scrimmages were exceptionally helpful as we were
starting to prepare for the
start of the season. Everyone has healthy butterflies
in their stomachs, and we
are ready to put it to Longwood on Tonight.”
Fans can tune into both the
women’s and men’s contests
through Herd Vision on CUSA.tv.
Kyle Curley can be
contacted at curley2@
marshall.edu.
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CLASSIFIEDS
Call 526-4002 to place your ad

RENTALS
Furnished
Apartments

HIDDEN TRAILS

1 BR efficiency
Utils pd. 304-736-1415
or 304-417-5774
1 & 2 BR $435-$495
Best deal on MU
campus. 529-6264
1 BR $395 utils pd
central location near
town 529-6264
Garages/Storage
Waterford Village Bville
storage units 5x10 to
10x20 304-733-3838

Unfurnished
Apartments

Unfurnished
Apartments

'Best in Tri-State'
Westmoreland
Estates

Barboursville.
Waterford Village
1-2-3 BR apts.
Pool, Fitness ctr, more!
304-733-3838 website
waterfordvillage.info

Near Pharmacy
School Great loc.
for Med & Pharmacy
Students 1 BR
$575 & up,
2 BR, balcony
$650 & up.
Kit Furn., Laundry
facility on-site
Lots of closet
space. Lease/DD
No pets 525-3055,
304-751-0572

HOLIDAY APTS
1-2-3 BR Pville, OH
740-886-6274
or 304-417-5774

House For Rent
West Virginia

1-2-3-4 BR Apts &
houses. Ritter Park &
Dntown $400-1000
304-522-6252

2 BR E. Pea Ridge
$675, cent. H/A,
WD, yard 529-6264

1 BR $325 close
park
&
YMCA,
529-6264

2 BR cottage $445
near park & YMCA
WD hkp 529-6264
3 BR, Central Location W/D Hkup, yard
$475. 529-6264

1 BR all elec. cent
H/A, off st parking,
no
pets
$400
304-525-9710,
304-633-9710

RENT 2 OWN 3 BR
Spring Valley $695
mo. 529-6264

2 BR $425-$515 quiet country setting,
w/d hkup. 529-6264

Let the

2BR B'ville $495,
W/D hkup, cent h/a,
near mall 529-6264

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK FOR

YOU

Call Today

304-526-4002

7th St. W & Washington
Ave Tyler Apts nice
clean 1 & 2 BR $450 &
$550, lease +DD
No pets 304-525-3055
or 304-751-0572

EAST PEA RIDGE
2 BR apts & tnhouses
$600 & up +DD
+lease. Great location!
Nice, clean, kit. furn.
laundry facility on-site.
No pets 304-525-3055
304-751-0572
Remodeled
1-2 BR Ritter Pk,
E Pea Ridge
$415-$700
304-972-2702

Sell Your
Unwanted
Items Fast!

LET THE
CLASSIFIEDS
WORK
FOR YOU
Call Today
304-526-4002
Classifieds work!
Call 304-526-4002
to sell your stuff.
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Presidential Spotlight:
President Jerome Gilbert

By HANNAH SWARTZ

‘Janis Joplin’ comes
to Keith-Albee

PHOTO COURTESY OF MARSHALL ARTIST SERIES

Broadway musical “A Night with Janis Joplin” will come to the Keith-Albee Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.
The musical features Joplin’s most famous songs like “Me and Bobby McGee” and “Cry Baby.”
By BUFFY SIX

THE PARTHENON
The Keith-Albee will present a blast
from the past with “A Night with Janis
Joplin,” the Broadway musical Tuesday.
Kelly McIntyre, who plays Janis Joplin,
will be continuing with the cast for the
second year on the road. McIntyre joined
the team for the First National Tour in
2016 right after graduating from The
Hartt School of Music.
“I was on a conventional theater track
for a while, but I still loved rock and pop
music and I was a songwriter,” McIntyre
said. “I loved singing with a live band, so
I was always looking for edgier fusions of
rock music and theater.”
McIntyre said she hopes the audience will learn more about Joplin and
who she was. She said she hopes the
production will “bash any preconceived
notions.” The show focuses on Joplin’s
upbringing and her siblings and parents, then how she got out of Texas and
into the music scene.
“I think this show sheds a human light

on Janis, instead of the normal conversations about the drugs and rock and roll
that people usually have,” McIntyre said.
McIntyre said she is lucky that she
lives in the age of YouTube in preparing
to play Joplin.
“She had a very iconic way of moving,
the way she dressed, the way she talked,
the way she laughed,” said McIntyre. “I
did a lot of research and watched every
minute of footage that is out there.”
McIntyre said it is both exhilarating
and intimidating to play Janis Joplin.
“We have all heard people say, ‘no one
can ever sound like Janis,’ or ‘no one can
ever be like Janis,’” McIntyre said. “But
I try.”
The show incorporates some of Joplin’s most famous songs like “Me and
Bobby McGee,” “Piece of my Heart” and
“Cry Baby.”
The show is at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday.
Students can get one free ticket with a
student ID.
Buffy Six can be contacted at six15@
marshall.edu.

FOR THE PARTHENON
Editor’s note: Jerome “Jerry” Gilbert, 62, is the president of Marshall
University. Gilbert has a bachelor’s
degree in biological engineering
from Mississippi State University
and a doctorate in biomedical engineering from Duke University. He
assumed the presidency in January
2016. He and his wife Leigh have
been married for 35 years and are
the parents of three children, Caroline, Sallie and Peter. They have one
granddaughter, Eliza. Reporter Hannah Swartz recently interviewed
Gilbert using the Marcel Proust/
Vanity Fair magazine format, which
is designed to reveal the personal
side of newsmakers.
Q: What is your idea of perfect happiness?
A: That’s probably one of the
more difficult questions on the list.
I think to be at peace with yourself
and your family, however you
define that family, and to have
sufficient resources to have a
comfortable lifestyle—not necessary an excessive lifestyle.
To have meaningful relationships with individuals, either
friends or loved ones. And to
have some sense of purpose
and belonging.
Q: What is your greatest fear?
A: I don’t have many fears.
At one time, I had the fear that
I might die before my children
got out of high school and I’ve
gone well beyond that. Not
for myself, but for them. Because I didn’t want them to
not have both parents in the
picture to get them through
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their adolescent stages. I guess my
biggest fear now is that something
would happen to my children or
grandchild. I don’t have a fear of
anything happening to me because
I feel like I’m at the point where, really, I’ve gone beyond all those fears
of things that could personally happen to me. So, I don’t think I have
any real fears.
Q: What is the trait you most deplore in yourself?
A: I guess my forgetfulness.
Sometimes it’s not exactly on purpose, but I could avoid it. It’s a
little bit of laziness, I guess. Particularly when I’m interfacing with
my wife and she reminds me that
I should have told her something
and I think to myself, “I probably
should have.”
Q: What is the trait you most deplore in others?
A: Easy—dishonesty.
Q: Which living person do you

most admire?
A: Probably my mother who is 96
years old. She has lived a long life
by herself—my father died early.
But she has been very supportive
of everyone, emotionally, and has
never been judgmental of anyone.
Although she may disagree, she has
never criticized unjustly or anything like that. She is a very kind
and forgiving person.
Q: What is your greatest extravagance?
A: I guess it’s all relative to what
the extravagance would be. Probably money spent on quality food.
Organic food for instance versus
normal food. I think most people
would call that an extravagance. I
don’t necessarily call it an extravagance but I think most people would
call it an extravagance—that is,
spending extra money for quality
food. Same with dining at a restaurant. It’s probably extravagant to go
to some of the restaurants.
Q: What is your current
state of mind?
A: My current, this morning
state of mind is I’m trying to get
over a cold, so I’m really bothered by some stuffiness in my
ears and I’m having some issues as the result of it—minor
irritation. In general, if I look at
a longer-term state of mind, I
am very content with who I am
and where I am.
Q: What do you consider the
most overrated virtue?
Hannah Swartz can be
contacted at swartz20@
marshall.edu.
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